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Explorers Sunday school 
Trinity United Methodist Church 

Beaumont, Texas 
 

Season After Epiphany (January 6 – Ash Wednesday, February 17) 
 

 
Epiphany:  

 
a flash of understanding  

in a prepared mind 
 
 

 
Sunday, January 17, 2021 

Text for today, John 1:43-51 
Jesus assembles his team - Nathanael 

 
 

 
“I Saw You Under a Fig Tree” 

 

 
 
 

And they shall dwell each man beneath his vine 
and beneath his fig tree, with none to make him tremble. 

 
- Micah 4:4 - 
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In Jewish lore, “under the fig tree” can refer to studying the Torah. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
modern icon: ByzantinCatholicPriest.com 

 
Philip presents a friend to Jesus: 

 

First name, Nathanael, “God has given” 
 

Last name, Bar-tholomew, “son of Talmai” 
 

Hometown, Cana in Galilee 
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- the apostle Nathanael/Bartholomew, art by Danka Gocova - 
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John 1:43-51 The Message 
 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. When he got there he ran across Philip 
and said, “Come, follow me.” (Philip’s hometown was Bethsaida, the same as 
Andrew and Peter.) 
 
Philip went and found Nathanael and told him, “We’ve found the one Moses wrote 
of in the law, the one preached by the prophets. It’s Jesus, Joseph’s son, the one 
from Nazareth!”  Nathanael said, “Nazareth? You’ve got to be kidding.” 
 
But Philip said, “Come, see for yourself.” 
 

 
When Jesus saw him coming, he said, “There’s a real Israelite, not a false bone in 
his body.”   
 
Nathanael said, “Where did you get that idea? You don’t know me.” 
 
Jesus answered, “One day, long before I called you here, I saw you under a fig 
tree.” 
 
Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi! You are the Son of God, the King of Israel!” 
 
Jesus said, “You’ve become a believer simply because I say I saw you one day 
sitting under a fig tree? You haven’t seen anything yet! Before this is over you’re 
going to see heaven open and God’s angels descending to the Son of Man and 
ascending again.”  
 
 
John 21:1-2 The Message 
 
After this, Jesus appeared again to the disciples, this time at the Tiberias Sea (the 
Sea of Galilee). This is how he did it: Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed “Twin”), 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the brothers Zebedee, and two other disciples 
were together. Simon Peter announced, “I’m going fishing.” The rest of them 
replied, “We’re going with you.” 



 5 

Nathanael’s Poem – Phoebe Dishman, 2021 

 
Guarded and skeptical I may be 

But God has given life to me 
And me to life—now, do you see? 

I need to unveil my destiny! 
So what other place would I choose to be 

But in the shade of my own fig tree 
Thinking, praying, scroll on my knee 

Preparing for epiphany? 
 

 
 
 

And what (you may ask) do I hope to find? 
Here are some aims that I’ve outlined: 

 
To study the wisdom others have mined 
To touch the truth for which they pined 
where seed met sun and upward vined 
where justice and mercy intertwined 

To smile at places I have shined 
To grieve where I have been half-blind 
To work the work I’ve been assigned 

To fall a little less behind 
To Thy Will be more inclined 

To thank the figs on which I’ve dined 
To take some time to breathe and unwind 

To seek a brighter frame of mind 
To choose more often to be kind 

 
These are the things I hope to find! 
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“We’ve found him! It’s Jesus, Joseph’s son, the one from Nazareth!” 
 

- painting by Harold Copping - 
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“A real Israelite, not a false bone in his body.” 
 

“Where did you get that idea? You don’t know me.” 
 

“One day, long before I called you here, I saw you under a fig tree.” 
 
 
 

image: “Sant Bertolomeu” – Bernat Jimenez 
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“I saw you under a fig tree.”   
 

Artist, unknown 
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Lagniappe:  Vine and Fig Tree 

 
 
“Under their vine and fig tree” is a phrase quoted in the Hebrew Scriptures in three 
different places: Micah 4:4, 1 Kings 4:25, and Zechariah 3:10.1 George Washington used 
this phrase multiple times in correspondence throughout his life, and one can find 
Washington reference it almost fifty times.2 Of the three passages, it is most likely that he 
was citing Micah 4:4 in his writings.3 The section states: “but they shall all sit under their 
own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid….”4 
The phrase refers to the independence of the peasant farmer who is freed from military 
oppression.5 In the biblical passage there is a juxtaposition of the simple life with that of 
royalty or the state.6 Thus, it would seem that Washington’s use of “vine and fig tree” in its 
full context would be an appropriate message in the setting of the American Revolution 
and the founding of the United States. 
 
In addition, Washington’s references to “vine and fig tree” are often connected to his 
fondness for Mount Vernon, his own, personal vine and fig tree. For example, the phrase is 
utilized in reference to Mount Vernon in Washington’s letter to Doctor James Anderson in 
1797.7  
 
The phrase was, however, utilized in differing contexts during the time period. For 
example, the phrase “vine and fig tree” was even connected to tolerance of immigration to 
America. A reference to this effect can be found in a 1787 issue of the New-York Journal, 
alluding to the idea of the oppressed of other nations having a place to go for refuge.8 

 
The phrase is also notably found in a well-known letter that Washington wrote to the 
Hebrew Congregation in Newport, Rhode Island. In the letter, Washington proclaimed, 
“May the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell in this land continue to merit and 
enjoy the good will of the other inhabitants – while every one shall sit in safety under his 
own vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid.”9 The usage enforces the 
notion that it was Micah 4:4 that Washington referenced, as he added “none to make him 
afraid” at the end of the sentence.10 This particular usage of “vine and fig tree” was 
important due to the fact that Washington was quoting the Hebrew Scriptures to a Hebrew 
congregation, re-enforcing his ecumenical leanings. 
  
George Tsakiridis, Ph.D. 
Instructor in Philosophy and Religion 
South Dakota State University 
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