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A Perpetual Fire 
 
1) And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  
     “Charge Aaron and his sons, saying,  
 

     ‘This is the teaching of the burnt offering …  
      A perpetual fire  
      shall keep burning on the altar.  
          It shall not go out.’” 

Leviticus 6:1, 6 
 
2) Good Friday     Holy Spirit, wind and flame,  
move within our mortal frame;  
make our hearts an altar pyre;  
kindle them with your own fire.  
Breathe and blow upon that blaze  
till our lives, our deeds, our ways  
speak that tongue which every land  
by your grace shall understand. 

Thomas Troeger 

3) Holy Saturday    How precious to me  
are your thoughts, God!  
How vast is the sum of them!  
Were I to count them,  
they would outnumber the grains of sand—
when I awake, I am still with you. 

Psalm 139:17-18 
 
4) Easter Sunday    And they said to one 
another, “Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he was speaking to us on the road,  
while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 

Luke 24:32 
 
5) Let them give thanks to the Lord  
for his lovingkindness,  
and for his wonders to the sons of men!  
Let them also offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, 
and tell of his works with joyful singing. 

Psalm 107:21-22 
 
6) Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
7) In a teaching from the desert fathers,  
an old Desert Father was asked  
what was necessary to be saved.  
He was sitting making rope.  
Without glancing up, he said,  
“You’re looking at it.”  
Just as so many of the mystics have taught us, 
doing what we are doing with presence and 
intention is itself prayer. 

Richard Rohr 
 
8) I urge you therefore, brethren,  
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies  
a living and holy sacrifice to God,  
which is your spiritual service of worship. 

Romans 12:1 

9) Rejoice in hope,  
be patient in tribulation,  
be constant in prayer. 

Romans 12:12 
 

10) We should establish ourselves  
in a sense of God’s presence,  
by continually conversing with him. 

Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God 
 
11) Pray without ceasing, pray,  
(your Captain gives the word)  
his summons cheerfully obey  
and call upon the Lord;  
to God your every want  
in instant prayer display,  
pray always, pray and never faint,  
pray, without ceasing pray. 

Charles Wesley  
 

12) O Lord, surely I am thy servant,  
I am Thy servant, the son of thy handmaid, 
Thou hast loosed my bonds.  
To thee I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and call upon the name of the Lord. 

Psalm 117:16-17 
 
13) Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
till I am wholly thine,  
till all this earthly part of me  
glows with thy fire divine. 

Edwin Hatch 
 
14) Continue steadfastly in prayer,  
being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 

Colossians 4:2 
 
15) May I live this day  
compassionate of heart,  
clear in word,  
gracious in awareness,  
courageous in thought,  
generous in love. 

John O’Donohue 



16) To clasp the hands in prayer  
is the beginning of an uprising  
against the disorder of the world. 

Karl Barth 
 
17) Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
and pay your vows to the Most High;  
and call upon me in the day of trouble;  
I shall rescue you, and you will honor me. 

Psalm 50:14-15 
 
18) O thou who camest from above,  
the pure celestial fire to impart,  
kindle a flame of sacred love  
upon the mean altar of my heart. 

Charles Wesley 
 
19) Through him then  
let us continually offer up  
a sacrifice of praise to God,  
that is, the fruit of lips  
that acknowledge his name. 

Hebrews 13:15 
 
20) Come down, O Love divine,  
seek thou this soul of mine,  
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;  
O Comforter, draw near,  
within my heart appear,  
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

Bianco of Siena 
 
21) Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 

Romans 12:11 
 
22) Refining fire, go through my heart,  
illuminate my soul;  
scatter thy life through every part  
and sanctify the whole. 

Charles Wesley 
 

23) Seek the Lord and his strength;  
seek his presence continually! 

1 Chronicles 16:11 
 
24) O Lord, I call you.  
Hasten to me.  
Hearken to my voice when I call you.  
May my prayer stand as incense before you, 
my uplifted hands as the evening offering. 
Place, O Lord, a watch on my mouth,  
a guard at the door of my lips. 

Psalm 141:1-3 
 
25) My prayer rises to heaven,  
to the mystery of God’s power,  
as the smoke ascends  
when the precious incense burns.  
Have mercy on us, Lord,  
and grant us your grace. 

Dao Kim 
 
26) My fingers 
Emit sparks of fire with 
Expectation of my future labours. 

William Blake 
 
27) First of all, then,  
I urge that supplications,  
prayers,  
intercessions,  
and thanksgivings  
be made for all people,  
for kings and all who are in high positions,  
that we may lead a peaceful  and quiet life, 
godly and dignified in every way. 

1 Timothy 2:1-2 
 
28) God never gives us discernment  
in order that we may criticize,  
but that we may intercede. 

Oswald Chambers 
 

29) We could change the whole atmosphere of 
a nation if thousands of us would constantly 
throw a cloak of prayer around everyone in our 
circle of nearness. 

Richard J. Foster, Celebration of Discipline 
 
30) There is a way of ordering our mental life 
on more than one level at once. On one level 
we may be thinking, discussing, seeing, 
calculating, meeting all the demands of external 
affairs. But deep within, behind the scenes, at a 
profounder level, we may also be in prayer and 
adoration, song and worship, and a gentle 
receptiveness to divine breathings. 

Thomas R. Kelly, A Testament of Devotion 
 
* * * 
Trinity’s prayer calendar was started in the 
1990’s by Janice Vaughn. She saw the 
calendar as something she could do to sustain 
the people of Trinity in their practice of prayer, 
one of the most life-giving hope-bringing works 
of a church.  “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
Each month, this calendar offers a breadbasket 
of prayer-language. Sources include the Bible, 
our United Methodist hymnal, and other works 
of spiritual writers and poets. My prayer is that 
the people of our church and interested others 
will take time each day to read and recite the 
words.  
 
Here is a church-wide focus prayer for this 
month:  
 
Gracious God, behold your people here 
assembled. As the season of Easter begins, we 
kneel at your altar, in spirit if not in fact.  All that 
we have and all that we are is from you. How 
grateful we are, how awed by your immensity, 
how comforted by your closeness. How dearly 
we want to grow as a church in our likeness to 
your Son, Jesus the Christ, who prayed without 
ceasing.  May it be so. Amen. 


