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h Just Before Dawn g 

 
 
1) And you, child, will be called  
the prophet of the Most High;  
for you will go on before the Lord  
to prepare his ways;  
to give to his people the knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins,  
because of the tender mercy of our God,  
with which the sunrise from on high  
shall visit us,  
to shine upon those  
who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,  
to guide our feet into the ways of peace. 

Zacharias to his newborn son John,  
Luke 1:76-79 

 
2) And so we have the prophetic word  
made more sure,  
to which you do well to pay attention  
as to a lamp shining in a dark place,  
until the day dawns  
and the morning star arises in your hearts. 

2 Peter 1:19 

 
3) Rosy-fingered dawn appeared,  
the early-born. 

Homer, “The Iliad”, ca. 700 B.C 

4) O God, thou art my God;  
early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee,  
my flesh longeth for thee  
in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is. 

Psalm 63:1 
 
5) I, Jesus, have sent my angel  
to testify to you these things for the churches.  
I am the root and the offspring of David,  
the bright morning star.  
And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”  
And let the one who hears say, “Come.”  
And let the one who is thirsty come;  
let the one who wishes take the water of life 
without cost. 

Revelation 22:16-17 
 
6) Brightest and best  
of the sons of the morning,  
dawn on our darkness  
and lend us thine aid. 

Reginald Heber’s hymn “Epiphany,” 1811 
 
7) I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his 
word I put my hope. My soul waits for the Lord, 
more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

Psalm 130:5-6 
 
8) I rise before dawn and cry for help;  
I wait for thy words. 

Psalm 110:147 
 
9) It is always darkest  
just before the day dawneth. 

Thomas Fuller, 1650 
 
10) He awakens me morning by morning, He 
awakens my ear to listen as one being taught. 
The Lord God has opened my ear;  
and I was not disobedient, nor did I turn back. 

Isaiah 50:5 

11) The tiniest detail in which I obey has all the 
omnipotent power of the grace of God behind it. 

Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest 
 
12) This I recall to my mind, therefore I have 
hope. The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed 
never cease, for his compassions never fail.  
They are new every morning;  
great is Thy faithfulness.  
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 
“Therefore I have hope in him.”  
The Lord is good to those who wait for him,  
to the person who seeks him. 

Lamentations 3:21-25 
 
13) Father, we praise thee,  
now the night is over;  
active and watchful, stand we all before thee; 
singing, we offer prayer and meditation;  
thus we adore thee. 

UM Hymnal #680, Gregory the Great, 6th century 
 
14) Now this is the blessing with which Moses 
the man of God blessed the sons of Israel 
before his death. And he said,  
“The Lord came from Sinai, and dawned on 
them from Seir; he shone forth from Mount 
Paran, and he came from the midst of ten 
thousand holy ones; at his right hand  
there was flashing lightning for them.  
Indeed, he loves the people.” 

Deuteronomy 33:1-3a 
 
15) Now after the Sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week,  
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to 
look at the grave. And behold, a severe 
earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven and came and 
rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  
And his appearance was like lightning,  
and his garment as white as snow. 

Matthew 28:1-3 



16) But on the first day of the week,  
at early dawn, they came to the tomb,  
bringing the spices which they had prepared. 
And they found the stone rolled away  
from the tomb. 

Luke 24:1-2 
 
17) I love them that love me; and those that 
seek me early shall find me. 

Proverbs 8:17 
 
18) Now on the first day of the week  
Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb,  
while it was still dark, and saw the stone 
already taken away from the tomb. 

John 20:1 
 
19) Beware of desp’rate steps! The darkest 
day (Live till tomorrow) will have passed away. 

William Cowper, 1794 
 
20) Almighty and everlasting God,  
you have safely brought us  
to the beginning of this day.  
Defend us with thy mighty power,  
and grant this day we fall into no sin,  
neither run into any kind of danger,  
but that all our doings,  
ordered by your governance,  
may be always righteous in your sight;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

UM Hymnal #681,  
“For Help for the Forthcoming Day,”  

The Book of Common Prayer 
 
21) In the morning, long before sunrise,  
Jesus went to a place where he could be alone 
to pray. 

Mark 1:35 
 
22) I have embraced the summer dawn. 

Arthur Rimbaud, “Illuminations,” 1874 

23) So here hath been dawning 
Another blue day: 
Think: Wilt thou let it 
Slip useless away? 

Thomas Carlyle 
 
24) Be sure to sing the Morning and Evening 
Hymn in your chamber devoutly, remembering 
that the Psalmist, upon happy experience, 
assures you that it is a good thing to tell of the 
loving kindness of the Lord early in the morning 
and of his truth in the night season. 

Thomas Ken, 1675 

 
25) Let us rise early and go to the vineyards;  
let us see whether the vine has budded  
and its blossoms have opened,  
and whether the pomegranates have bloomed. 
There I will give you my love. 

Song of Solomon 7:12 
 
26) With thee conversing I forget all time,  
all seasons, and their change; all please alike. 
Sweet is the breath of morn,  
her rising sweet, with charm of earliest birds. 

John Milton, 1608-1674 
 
27) When I awake, I am still with you. 

Psalm 139:18 
 
28) Am I prepared to be so identified with the 
Lord Jesus that his life and sweetness are 
being poured out all the time? Neither natural 
love nor Divine love will remain  
unless it is cultivated. Love is spontaneous,  
but it has to be maintained by discipline. 

Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest 
 
29) Not knowing when the dawn will come  
I open every door. 

Emily Dickinson 
 

30) We give you hearty thanks for the rest  
of the past night and for the gift of a new day,  
with its opportunities for pleasing you.  
Grant that we may so pass its hours in the 
perfect freedom of your service, that at 
eventide we may again give thanks unto you. 

UM Hymnal #676, Eastern Orthodox prayer 
 
31) When the constant sun returning  
unseals our eyes,  
may we, born anew like morning,  
to labor rise.  
Gird us for the task that calls us,  
let not ease and self enthrall us,  
strong through thee whate’er befall us,  
O God most wise! 

UM Hymnal # 688,  
“God, That Madest Earth and Heaven,” v.2,  

Frederick Lucian Hosmer 
 

 
 
Janice Vaughn of blessed memory began this 
calendar in the 1990’s. Her aim was to offer 
language to help us pray. Sources include the 
Bible, our United Methodist hymnal, and words 
from other writers and poets. In a time of rapid 
change, where we stand between the no longer 
and the not yet, just before the dawn of we 
know not what, it’s energizing to know that “the 
prayer of a righteous person has great power, 
as it is working.”  [James 5:16]  It would make 
Janice smile to know the people of our church 
and interested others are still praying the 
prayer calendar, day by precious day. 


