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Angels 

 
Marc Chagall 

 
1) You who sit enthroned 

between the  cherubim, shine forth. 
Restore us, O Lord God Almighty; 

make Your face shine upon us, 
that we may be saved. 

Psalm 80:1,19 
 

2) Outside the open window 
The morning air is all awash with angels. 

Richard Purdy Wilbur,  
“Love Calls Us to the Things of This World”, 1956 

 
3) Believe us, they say, 

it is a serious thing 
just to be alive 

on this fresh morning 
in the broken world. 

Mary Oliver, “Invitation”, 2008 

4) “Angel” is the name of their office, 
not of their nature. 

If you seek the name of their nature, 
it is “spirit”; 

if you seek the name of their office, it is “angel”: 
from what they are, “spirit”, 
from what they do, “angel”. 

St. Augustine 
 

5) Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
bright seraphs, cherubim and thrones, 

raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

John Athelstan Laurie Riley, 1906 
 

6) Angels are very important, because they 
provide people with an articulation of the 
conviction that God is intimately involved  

in human life. 
Thomas Rosica 

 
7) For He will give His angels charge 

concerning you, to guard you in all your ways. 
They will bear you up in their hands, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
Psalm 91:11-12 

 
8) Angels and ministers of grace, defend us! 

William Shakespeare, “Hamlet”, 1603 
 

9) We are not enemies, but friends. 
We must not be enemies. 

Though passion may have strained, 
it must not break, our bonds of affection. 

The mystic chords of memory, stretching from 
every battlefield and patriot grave 

to every living heart and hearthstone all over 
this broad land, 

will yet swell the chorus of the Union 
when again touched, as surely they will be, 

by the better angels of our nature. 
Abraham Lincoln, 1861 

10) Prayer is the contrite sinners’ voice, 
returning from their way, 

while angels in their songs rejoice 
and cry, “Behold, they pray!” 
 “Prayer is the Soul’s Sincere Desire,” 

James Montgomery, 1818 
 

11) I have been fascinated by the Bible since I 
was very young. It always seemed to me,  

and it still does, that the Bible is the  
greatest source of poetry that has ever existed.  

Since that time, I have been seeking  
to express this philosophy in life and art. 

Marc Chagall, 1887-1985 
 

12) When Chagall paints, you do not know if 
he is asleep or awake. Somewhere or other 

inside his head there must be an angel. 
Pablo Picasso, 1881-1973 

 
13) Silently one by one, 

in the infinite meadows of heaven 
Blossomed the lovely stars, 

the forget-me-nots of the angels. 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, “Evangeline”, 1847 

 
14) The Present, the Present is all thou hast 

For thy sure possessing; 
Like the patriarch’s angel hold it fast 

Till it gives its blessing. 
John Greenleaf Whittier, “My Soul and I”, 1847 

 
15) In vain thou strugglest to get free, 

I never will unloose my hold; 
art thou the man that died for me? 

The secret of thy love unfold; 
wrestling, I will not let thee go 

till I thy name, thy nature know. 
Charles Wesley, “Wrestling Jacob”, 1742 

 
16) When pain and anguish wring the brow 

A ministering angel, thou! 
Sir Walter Scott, 1771-1832 



17) We shall find peace. 
We shall hear the angels, 

we shall see the sky sparkling with diamonds. 
Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, “Uncle Vanya”, 1897 

 
18) Every blade of grass has its angel 

that bends over it and whispers, 
“Grow, grow.” 

the Talmud 
 

19) According to the Talmudic writer, 
one of the forces that angels carry is the urge 

to grow—to develop, improve, and evolve. 
By noting that every blade of grass 

is imbued with this urge, 
the Talmudic saying teaches that, 

like light, gravity, and electromagnetism, 
growth is a ubiquitous force of nature… 

 
20) We can choose to hear and to act 

on this call to conscious growth, 
or we can ignore it, 

drowning out the angelic whisper 
with the noisy external distractions 

of constant entertainment, 
the internal chatter of our mental judgments, 
or the drone of our unconscious routine ways 

of thinking and reacting… 
 

21) Suddenly the incredible possibility arises 
that your construct may not be 

the absolute truth, 
and there is another way of seeing things. 

Then, in the birth of new possibilities 
you grow and are pulled forward, as new ways 

of seeing your life and the world appear. 
Then, you look back at where you've been 

with gratitude at the urgent, persistent whisper 
of growth. 

Rabbi Alan Lurie 
 

22) While shepherds 
watched their flocks by night, 

All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 

And glory shone around. 
Nahum Tate, 1652-1715 

 
23) Jesus made it simple, 

“Let your light shine.” 
Not, when you get your act together. 

Not, when you feel noble, 
Not, when you find a specific vocation. 

Not, after you’ve chased all the gloom away. 
Just let it shine. 

Because the light is already there. 
Inside of you. 

Now. 
Terry Hershey, 2020 

 
24) Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

To you and all mankind. 
Nahum Tate 

 
25) It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to men 

From heav’n’s all-gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 
Edmund Hamilton Sears, 1849 

 
26) Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Charles Wesley, 1753 

27) Angels and archangels 
may have gathered there, 

cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 

worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
Christina G. Rossetti, 1872 

 
28) Sleep, my child and peace attend thee, 

All through the night 
Guardian angels God will send thee, 

All through the night 
Soft the drowsy hours are creeping, 

Hill and dale in slumber sleeping 
I my loved ones’ watch am keeping, 

All through the night 
traditional lullaby 

 
29) And the child continued to grow,  

and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in 
the deserts until the day of his public 

appearance to Israel. 
Luke 1:80 

 
30) And his mother treasured all these things 

in her heart.  
And Jesus kept increasing  
in wisdom and in stature,  

and in favor with God and men. 
Luke 2:51b-52 

 
31) Wake, awake, for night is flying; 

the watchmen on the heights are crying: 
Now let all the heavens adore thee, 

and saints and angels sing before thee, 
with harp and cymbal’s clearest tone; 

of one pearl each shining portal, 
where we are with the choir immortal 
of angels round thy dazzling throne. 

Philipp Nicolai, 1599 

 


