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Christmas Lights 
 

 
 
1) Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, “I am the light of the world;  
he who follows me  
shall not walk in the darkness,  
but shall have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 
 
2) Thou heavenly Brightness!  
Light divine!  
O deep within my heart now shine,  
and make thee there an altar! 

UM Hymnal #247  
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright,” Philipp Nicolai, 1599 

3) Hasten unto him who calls you  
in the silences of your heart. 

Thomas Kelly, A Testament of Devotion 
 
4) When we look into the heart,  
may our eyes have the kindness and reverence 
of candlelight. 

John O’Donohue, To Bless the Space Between Us 
 
5) When in doubt, add more sparkle. 

Unknown 
 
6) I’ve learned that you can tell a lot  
about a person by how (s)he handles these 
three things: a rainy day, lost luggage,  
and tangled Christmas lights. 

Maya Angelou 
 
7) Let us seek the grace of a cheerful heart,  
an even temper, sweetness, gentleness  
and brightness of mind,  
as walking in his light and by his grace. 

John Henry Newman 
 
8) An unexplainable goodness  
is at work in the universe. 

Richard Rohr 
 
9) The path of the righteous is like the  
light of dawn, that shines brighter and brighter  
until the full day. 

Proverbs 4:18 
 
10) There is nothing in the world so irresistibly 
contagious as laughter and good humor. 

Charles Dickens  
 
11) Take peace! The gloom of the world is but 
a shadow. Behind it, yet within our reach, is joy. 
There is radiance and glory in darkness, could 
we but see. And to see, we have only to look.  
I beseech you to look! 

Fra Giovanni Giocondo, 1513 

12) Arise, shine; for your light has come,  
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness will cover the earth,  
and deep darkness the peoples,  
but the Lord will rise upon you,  
and his glory will appear upon you.  
And nations will come to your light,  
and kings to the brightness of your rising.  
Lift up your eyes round about, and see.           

              Isaiah 60:1-4a 
 
13) May all your troubles soon be gone; 
O Christmas lights keep shining on. 

Unknown 

 
14) In everyone’s life, at some time,  
our inner fire goes out. It is then burst into 
flame by an encounter with another human 
being. We should all be thankful for those 
people who rekindle the inner spirit. 

Albert Schweitzer 

 
15) Days pass and the years vanish and we 
walk sightless among miracles. Lord, fill our 
eyes with seeing and our minds with knowing. 
Let there be moments when your Presence, 
like lightning, illumines the darkness in which 
we walk. Help us to see, wherever we gaze, 
that the bush burns, unconsumed. And we, clay 
touched by God, will reach out for holiness and 
exclaim in wonder, “How filled with awe is this 
place and we did not know it.” 

Jewish prayer 

 
16) And all the windows of my heart I open to 
the day. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 

 
17) I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try 
to keep it all the year. 

Charles Dickens 



18) “Then the righteous will shine forth  
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  
He who has ears, let him hear.” 

Matthew 13:43 
 
19) In the hopeless time of sin  
shadows deep had fallen.  
All the world lay under death,  
eyes were closed in sleeping.  
But, when all seemed lost in night,  
came the sun whose golden light  
brings unending joy,  
brings the endless joy of our hope,  
highest hope,  
and of our hope’s bright dawning,  
Son beloved of heaven. 

UM Hymnal #233 “En el Frio Invernal”  
(Cold December Flies Away) 

 
20) Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help 
and our shield. Our heart is glad in him, 
because we trust in his holy name. Let your 
steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we 
hope in you.                                      Psalm 33:20-22 
 
21) Silent night, holy night,  
Son of God, love’s pure light;  
radiant beams from thy holy face  
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at they birth,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

UM Hymnal #239, Silent Night, Joseph Mohr, 1818 
 
22) ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime,  
when all the birds had fled,  
that mighty Gitchi Manitou  
sent angel choirs instead;  
before their light the stars grew dim,  
and wondering hunters heard the hymn:  
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born,  
in excelsis gloria. 

UM Hymnal #244, Jean de Brebeuf,  
missionary to Canadian Indian people, ca. 1643 

23) There’s nothing cozier  
than a Christmas tree all lit up. 

Jenny Han 

 
24) May you never be too grown up  
to search the skies on Christmas Eve. 

Unknown 

 
25) Peace on earth will come to stay  
when we live Christmas every day. 

Helen Steiner Rice 

 
26) Blessed is the season which engages the 
whole world in a conspiracy of love. 

Hamilton Wright Mabie 
 
27) Lord, transfigure our perception  
with the purest light that shines  
and recast our life’s intentions  
to the shape of your designs. 

Thomas H. Troeger 

 
28) Fix your eyes on perfection and you make 
almost everything speed toward it. 

William Ellery Channing 

 
29) Dear Lord, I only ask, as face grows lines 
of countenance, it be described as kind;  
that wrinkles by my eyes will show  
a little humor as I go;  
that I may view my humble scene  
with glance of one content, serene,  
through grateful, shining eyes that see  
the blessings you have given me. 

Ruth Perry 

 
30) That’s what keeps me going. Everywhere I 
go there are young people with shining eyes 
wanting to tell me, “Dr. Jane, we’re going to 
make the world a better place.” 

Jane Goodall 

31) Spangle of angels, babe in a manger 
Sparks in our eyes, stars in the sky. 
Spinning our stories, memory and mystery. 
Joy to the world! Come and see! 

from “Wise One’s Carol,” Bronwyn Angela White 
 
 

 
 

Light of the World: Keeping the Faith   
P. Dishman, prayer calendar editor 
 
Enthroned on High looks down below. 
He looks beyond the status quo. 
The status quo that we accept 
is where the tears of Christ are kept. 
God looks and weeps and wills a change, 
a bold creative re-arrange. 
Along each path a person goes, 
from rising sun to sweet repose, 
God counts on us who sing His praise 
to find a way to mend and raise, 
to welcome, strengthen, comfort, love, 
to grow a heart like God above, 
to pour our gifts into each day, 
to unlearn stuff that’s in the way, 
and when we fail to be a friend 
to face the fact and start again. 
To start again in heaven’s name 
we hold ourselves within a frame: 
The church’s seasons e’er before us, 
we learn the ancient sunrise chorus. 
The seasons turn and so must we, 
so hasten now and come with me 
to hear and live our joy-filled story – 
a pure sweet light,  to bring God glory. 


