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A Christmas 
Conversation 

 
1) My four-year-old granddaughter discovered 
a book at my house called Who Said That?  
Though not yet interested in its answers, she 
appreciates the cover, which features a big red 
question mark.  “A question mark,” she informs 
me, “means there’s a mystery.” At the desk 
reserved for her at my house, she places the 
book where she can see it as she works. 

prayer guide editor 
 

2) The mark which you are to notice in this 
lesson is of this shape ?  You see it is made by 
placing a little crooked mark over a period.  
The name of this mark is the Question Mark, 
because it is always put after a question. 
Sometimes it is called by a longer and harder 
name. The long and hard name is 
the Interrogation Point. 

Richard Green Parker and J. Madison Watson 
The National Second Reader: containing preliminary exercises in 

articulation, pronunciation, and punctuation, 1859  

3) An unanswered question is a fine travelling 
companion. It sharpens your eye for the road. 

Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen 
 
4) Several of our Christmas hymns pose a 
question, then provide an answer. By our 
singing we keep the conversation alive. This 
prayer guide takes you through several 
examples of Q&A. Sing if you know the tune!                      
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5) “How shall this be?” said Mary,  
“I am not yet a wife.” 

“To a Maid Engaged to Joseph,” v. 5a, Gracia Grindal, 1983 
 
6) The angel answered quickly,  
“The power of the Most High will come upon 
you shortly, your child will be God’s child.”  
As Mary heard the angel,  
she wondered at his words.  
“Behold, I am your handmaid,”  
she said unto her God. “So be it;  
I am ready according to your word.” 

Ibid [same source as preceding reference], vv.5b and 6 
 
7) Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong?  
What the gladsome tidings be  
which inspire your heavenly song? 

“Angels We Have Heard on High,” traditional French carol, v.2 
 
8) Come to Bethlehem and see  
Christ whose birth the angels sing;  
come adore on bended knee,  
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Ibid. v.3 and refrain 
 
9) What child is this who, laid to rest,  
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
while shepherds watch are keeping? 

“What Child Is This”, William C. Dix, 1865, v.1 

10) This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste, to bring him laud,  
the babe, the son of Mary. 

Ibid, refrain 

 
11) Why lies he in such mean estate  
where ox and ass are feeding?  
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here  
the silent Word is pleading. 

Ibid, v.2 

 
12) This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste, to bring him laud,  
the babe, the son of Mary. 

Ibid, refrain 

 
13) Such a babe in such a place,  
can he be the Savior? 

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child, Lowly in a Manger,” v.1c 

 
14) Ask the saved of all the race  
who have found his favor. 

Ibid, v.1d 

 
15) Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
odors of Edom and offerings divine?  
Gems of the mountain  
and pearls of the ocean,  
myrrh from the forest  
and gold from the mine? 

“Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning,” v.3,  
Reginald Heber, 1811 

 
16) Vainly we offer each ample oblation;  
vainly with gifts would his favor secure.  
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration;  
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

Ibid, v.4 
 



17) Who is he in yonder stall  
at whose feet the shepherds fall?  
Lo, at midnight who is he  
prays in dark Gethsemane?  
Who is he in Calvary’s throes  
asks for blessings on his foes?  
Who is he that from the grave  
comes to heal and help and save?  
Who is he that from yon throne  
rules the world of light alone? 

“Who Is He in Yonder Stall?” vv.1-5,  
Benjamin R. Hanby, 1866 

 
18) ‘Tis the Lord, O wondrous story!  
‘Tis the Lord, the King of glory;  
at his feet we humbly fall,  
crown him, crown him Lord of all! 

Ibid, refrain 
 
19) What shall we call him, child of the 
manger? What name is given in Bethlehem? 

“That Boy-Child of Mary,” v.1,  
Tom Colvin, 1969 

 
20) His name is Jesus, God ever with us,  
God given for us in Bethlehem. 

Ibid, v.2 
 
21) How can he save us, how can he help us,  
born here among us in Bethlehem? 

Ibid, v.3 
 
22) Gift of the Father, to human mother,  
makes him our brother of Bethlehem.  
One with the Father, he is our Savior,  
heaven-sent helper of Bethlehem.  
Gladly we praise him, love and adore him,  
give ourselves to him of Bethlehem. 

Ibid, v.4-6 
 
23) What can I give him, poor as I am? 

“In the Bleak Midwinter,” v.4a, Christina G. Rossetti, 1872 
 

24) If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can I can I give him, give my heart. 

Ibid, v.4b,c,d 
 
[turning from the hymnal to some Bible conversations…] 
25) After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem and asked,  
“Where is the one who has been born king of 
the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have 
come to worship him.”                       Matthew 2:1-2 
 
26) Turning around, Jesus saw them following 
and asked, “What do you want?”  
They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?”                     John 1:37-38 
 
27) “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 

John 1:39 
 
28) When a Samaritan woman came to draw 
water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 
drink?” (His disciples had gone into town to buy 
food.) The Samaritan woman said to him,  
“You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. 
How can you ask me for a drink?  
For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.” 

John 1:7-9 
 
29) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 
of God and who it is that asks you for a drink,  
you would have asked him and he would have 
given you living water.”                           John 1:10 
 
30) Easy answers can give us a sense of 
finality. By entertaining questions God has a 
chance to change us. Answers can be offered 
as a conclusion. Questions are an invitation to 
further reflection. For the most part, answers 
close and questions open. 

Jesus is the Question: The 307 Questions Jesus Asked  
and the 3 He Answered, Martin B. Copenhaver, 2014 

31) But examine everything carefully,  
and hold fast to that which is good. 

1 Thessalonians 5:21 
 
 
Back to almost-five Amelia at her desk, a red 
“interrogation point” before her:  From childhood to 
silver threads among the gold, we are made to ask 
questions. Questions humbly asked, in the spirit of 
really wanting to know.  Resisting our human 
demand for sound bites and instant answers. One 
day I was working to understand what the poem 
known as Psalm 65 might be asking, when suddenly 
a poem of my own appeared. Here’s what evidently 
wanted to be said:  
 
 
If 
I do my work  
Of stilling my being 
Of training my mind 
And tending my body 
And opening my heart 
Then God will be free 
To do God’s work 
Of gladdening 
Grace-ing 
Melting 
Maturing 
Ripening 
Restoring 
Satisfying 
Smoothing 
Quieting 
Quenching 
Crowning and robing 
Filling me so full 
That I will shout for joy, even sing 
I will be a stream, a fountain 
Flowing from the throne of God 
If I do my work 
Of silence 
And song 
And you do yours 
And we gather to tell about it 
Then God will be free 
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