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Prayer Calendar:  

July 2021 
 

h Being Alive g 
 
 
1) Turning around, Jesus saw them following 
and asked, “What do you want?” 

John 1:37 
 

2) People say that what we’re all seeking  
is a meaning for life. I don’t think that’s what 
we’re really seeking. I think what we’re seeking 
is an experience of being alive—of the rapture 
of being alive.       

 Joseph Campbell 
 
3) I have come that they may have life,  
and have it to the full.                         

 John 10:10 
 
4) It was for freedom that Christ set us free; 
therefore keep standing firm and do not be 
subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

Galatians 5:1 
 
5) A joyful heart is good medicine. 

Proverbs 17:22 

6) Do you bow your head when you pray  
     or do you look up into that blue space?  
Take your choice, prayers fly from all   
  directions.  
And don’t worry what language you use,  
God no doubt understands them all. 

Mary Oliver, “Whistling Swans” 
 
7) Sunday morning I sat for a spell outside. 
As the blue sky held my gaze, I saw  
two birds winging east.  Roseate spoonbills, 
high spirits of neon pink. My poet friend calls 
them pink bishops of the church of the earth. 
I’m pleased to think they were headed for 
Sunday school.                                     P. Dishman 
 
8) And did you feel it, in your heart, 
how it  pertained to everything?  
And have you too finally figured out  
  what beauty is for?  
And have you changed your life? 

Mary Oliver, “Swan” 
 
9) Then I will go to the altar of God,  
to God my exceeding joy;  
and upon the lyre I shall praise thee,  
O God, my God. 

Psalm 43:4 
 
10) The water that I shall give him  
shall become in him a well of water  
springing up to eternal life. 

John 4:14 
 
11) Jesus did not say, “Be right.”  
Jesus said,  
“Be in love.”                                         Richard Rohr 
 
12) These things I have spoken to you,  
that my joy may be in you,  
and that your joy may be made full. 

John 15:11 

13) And those from among you  
  will rebuild the ancient ruins;  
you will raise up the age-old foundations;  
and you will be called  
  the repairer of the breach,  
    the restorer of the streets in which to dwell. 

Isaiah 58:12 

 
14) Restore our captivity,  
         O Lord,  
as the streams in the south.  
Those who sow in tears  
shall reap with joyful shouting. 

Psalm 126:5 

 
15) And they shall be radiant  
over the bounty of the Lord… 
and their life shall be like a watered garden… 
then the virgin shall rejoice in the dance,  
and the young men and the old, together,  
for I will turn their mourning into joy,  
and will comfort them,  
and will give them joy for their sorrow. 

Jeremiah 31:12-13 

 
16) My mom was 93 when she passed away 
and she had active Alzheimer’s for about four 
years.  
       One day, when she was lying in bed,  
could not move and could not speak,  
my priest came over. It just so happened  
that all the family was there, and I said,  
“I don’t get it. Why is my mom still here?  
Why doesn’t God take her?” And he said,  
“Well, she’s still teaching you. Look, you’re all 
here around her. She’s brought you together. 
She’s teaching you what family is.”  
        And I really thought that was one of the 
most beautiful things. It gave me a lot of peace. 

from an interview with Rita Wilson 

 



17) The only choice we have as we mature  
is how we inhabit our vulnerability,  
how we become larger  
and more courageous  
and more compassionate  
through our intimacy with disappearance. 

David Whyte 
 
18) This forest exhibited steady, large 
increases in the number of understory 
individuals over the decade, indicating that  
the forest had undergone some form of change 
or perturbation which left open growing space 
and allowed a pulse of new recruitment. 

Rosine Blount Wilson Hall,  
conclusion to her doctoral dissertation  

based on her research on young trees in the Big Thicket 
 
19) Lovingkindness and truth  
have met together;  
righteousness and peace  
have kissed each other.  
Truth springs from the earth;  
and righteousness  
looks down from heaven.  
Indeed, the Lord will give what is good;  
and our land will yield its produce. 

Psalm 85:10-12 
 
20) Drip down, O heavens,  
from above,  
and let the clouds  
pour down righteousness;  
let the earth open up  
and salvation bear fruit,  
and righteousness spring up with it.  
I, the Lord, have created it. 

Isaiah 45:8 
 
21) He makes me lie down in green pastures;  
he leads me beside quiet waters. 

Psalm 23:2 

22) You are comfortable in this spot  
so full of grace and being  
that it sparkles like jewels spilled on water. 

Tom Hennen, “Overlooked” 
 
23) Of course I wake up finally  
thinking, how wonderful to be who I am,  
made out of earth and water,  
my own thoughts, my own fingerprints— 
all that glorious, temporary stuff. 

Mary Oliver, “On Meditating, Sort Of” 
 
24) I am a hole in a flute  
that Christ’s breath moves through. 
Listen to this music. 

Hafiz 
 
25) Your brain has a music room. 

Frances Collins 

 
26) Hopefully,  
a time will come when the life of Christ will be 
so triumphant in us that we care more about 
others than our own selves, or, better,  
when there is no longer such a sharp distinction 
between myself  
and other selves. 

Richard Rohr 
 
27) We are travelers on a journey,  
fellow pilgrims on the road,  
we are here to help each other  
walk the mile and bear the load.  
I will hold the Christ Light for you  
in the night time of your fear,  
I will hold my hand out to you,  
speak the peace you long to hear. 

From “Servant Song,” by Richard Gillard 
 
28) However you find it,  
cultivate devotion to Christ. 

Ted C. Campbell 

29) Continue faithful observance. 
Ted C. Campbell 

 
30) Eat, friends;  
drink and imbibe deeply, O lovers. 

Song of Solomon 5:1 
 
31) I will arise and go to Jesus;  
he will embrace me with his arms;  
in the arms of my dear Savior,  
O there are ten thousand charms. 

Joseph Hart, 1759 
 

 
 
Janice Vaughn began this calendar ministry in 
the 1990’s. Her aim was to offer daily language 
to help us pray. Sources include the Bible, our 
United Methodist hymnal, and other words from 
writers and poets. It would make her smile to 
know that the people of our church and 
interested others are still praying the prayer 
calendar, each and every day!  
 

 
A daily prayer for July 2021 

 
Eternal Mystery, we give you thanks  

for the bright-sad rapture of being alive.   
In the necessary and often painful  
evolution of things, give us grace,  

wisdom, patience, comfort, courage. 
Give us eyes for pink birds  

and ears for all the ways you call us, saying,  
 “Arise, my darlings, and come with Me.” 

 
Amen. 


