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A Stitch in Time 
1) That their hearts may be encouraged, being 
knit together in love, to reach all the riches of 
full assurance of understanding and the 
knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ. 

Colossians 2:2 
 

2) For we are His workmanship,  
created in Christ Jesus for good works,  
which God prepared beforehand,  
that we should walk in them.            Ephesians 2:10 
 

3) You clothed me with skin and flesh,  
and knit me together with bones and sinews. 

Job 10:11 
 

4) My frame was not hidden from You,  
when I was being made in secret,  
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

Psalm 139:15 
 

5) Your hands have made and fashioned me;  
give me understanding  
that I may learn Your commandments. 

Psalm 119:73 

6) … from whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up 
in love.                                              Ephesians 4:16 
 
7) God wishes … that we make a sanctuary for 
him. For he promises that if we make a 
sanctuary for him, he can be seen by us … 
This, therefore, is the sanctuary which the Lord 
wishes to be constructed … knowing without 
doubt that he who makes a sanctuary for the 
Lord by the purity of his own heart and body will 
himself see God. Let us, therefore, also make a 
sanctuary for the Lord both collectively and 
individually.                                 Origen of Alexandria 
 
8) Make a courtyard for the tabernacle … For 
the entrance to the courtyard, provide a curtain 
20 cubits long, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn 
and finely twisted linen – the work of an 
embroiderer.                                     Exodus 27:9,16 
 
9) The Lord has filled them with skill to do all 
kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, 
embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn 
and fine linen, and weavers – all of them 
master craftsmen and designers. 

Exodus 35:35 
 
10) Without craftsmanship, inspiration is a 
mere reed shaken in the wind. 

Johannes Brahms 
 
11) Crafts make us feel rooted, give us a 
sense of belonging and connect us with our 
history.                                               Phyllis George 
 
12) I love sewing and have plenty of material 
witnesses. 

Anonymous 

13) In Joppa there was a disciple named 
Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), 
who was always doing good and helping the 
poor. About that time she became sick and 
died, and her body was washed and placed in 
an upstairs room … when Peter arrived he was 
taken upstairs to the room. All the widows 
stood around him, crying and showing him the 
robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made 
while she was still with them. 

Acts 9:36-37, 39 
 
14) All glorious is the princess within her 
chamber; her gown is interwoven with gold. In 
embroidered garments she is led to the king. 

Psalm 45:13-14 
 
15) Her needlework both plain and ornamental 
was excellent, and might almost have put a 
sewing machine to shame. She was considered 
especially great at satin stitch. She spent much 
time in these occupations, and some of her 
merriest talk was over clothes which she and 
her companions were making, sometimes for 
themselves, and sometimes for the poor …  
the same hand which painted so exquisitely 
with the pen could work as delicately with the 
needle. 

J.E. Austen Leigh,  
A Memoir of Jane Austen, By Her Nephew, 1870 

 
16) Take your needle, my child, and work at 
your pattern; it will come out a rose by and by. 
Life is like that – one stitch at a time taken 
patiently and the pattern will come out all right 
like the embroidery. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.  
 
17) Our lives are like quilts – bits and pieces, 
joy and sorrow, stitched with love. 

Anonymous 
 
 



18) Peter sent them all out of the room, then 
he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning 
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get 
up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter 
she sat up. He took her by the hand and helped 
her to her feet. Then he called the believers 
and the widows and presented her to them 
alive. This became known all over Joppa, and 
many people believed in the Lord. Peter stayed 
in Joppa for some time with a tanner named 
Simon. 

Acts 9:40-43 
 
19) Throughout the history of religion it has 
been traditional to use needlework of various 
kinds – tapestries, needlepoint embroideries 
and so on – to represent the symbols of the 
church in an ornamental and useful manner. 
We want our church to rank with other beautiful 
churches. We are proposing to make 
needlepoint cushions to go around the 
communion rail…   

Harriott Holland Ivers, 1923 – 2008,  
avid artist, charter member of Trinity Methodist Church  

 
20) This project is a very large undertaking 
and hopefully only the beginning of an even 
larger permanent project which would include 
other types of needlework for other church 
needs. The needlepoint cushions would depict 
symbols which pertain to Trinity Church and be 
harmonious to the present design of the church 
sanctuary … estimates are they would last 100 
to 200 years … We hope this will be another 
means of church involvement. 

Harriott Holland Ivers, 1923 – 2008,  
avid artist, charter member of Trinity Methodist Church  

 
21) Sewing small pieces together gives me a 
peaceful heart and a quilt to wrap you with,  
my love. 

Benita Skinner 
 

22) The Trinity United Methodist Church 
Needlepoint Guild was organized in January, 
1975, by a small group of needle workers. The 
project was the idea of Mrs. Harriott Ivers, who 
served as the cheerful and competent chairman 
… Many ladies showed an interest in the 
project and a willingness to contribute their time 
and talents. Those who worked on the cushions 
were contacted by those who had already 
enlisted, and were eager to get the project 
started; others came to join as a result of the 
invitation that was placed in the weekly Church 
bulletin. 

History of TUMC Needlepoint Guild 
 
23) The next time you attend worship …  
pay careful attention to details.  
Especially pay attention to those things that 
remind you of the presence of God in your 
midst. Ask God to open your eyes and allow 
the experience to become an expedition of 
visual discovery. 

Spiritual Formation Bible 
 
24) What worthwhile things do you do with 
your hands? Ask God to use your creative 
talents to bring good to others and honor to 
him. 

Spiritual Formation Bible 
 
25) Think about your talents and gifts.  
What can you offer God in worship today? 
Might it be a song played or sung  
with all your heart?  
A few moments of your undivided attention 
spent in prayer?  
A poem that expresses your gratitude to God  
or a sketch that shows your appreciation for 
God’s creation?  
Whatever you offer to God in worship,  
offer your best. 

Spiritual Formation Bible 

26 – 30) My life is but a weaving 
Between my God and me. 
I cannot choose the colors 
He weaveth steadily. 
Oft’ times He weaveth sorrow; 
And I in foolish pride 
Forget He sees the upper 
And I the underside. 
Not ’til the loom is silent 
And the shuttles cease to fly 
Will God unroll the canvas 
And reveal the reason why. 
The dark threads are as needful 
In the weaver’s skillful hand 
As the threads of gold and silver 
In the pattern He has planned 
He knows, He loves, He cares; 
Nothing this truth can dim. 
He gives the very best to those 
Who leave the choice to Him.                  Unknown 
 
 

 
 
Brian Wren wrote: “When people share a task,  
and strength and skills unite in projects old and 
new, to make or do with shared delight,  
our Friend and Partner’s will is better understood 
that all should share, create and care,  
and know that life is good.” 
 
Here’s to bringing the good news of God’s love to 
a broken world, with excellence and energy, 
diligence and delight, gratitude and grace, 
building on the past, cherishing the present, 
confident in the future, all to the glory of God. 
Amen. 


