
Letters of Paul Colossians 
Part 2 

 
 

I. Background and Context 
a. One of the “prison letters” of Paul (He’s in the prison at Ephesus still) 
b. Colossae is 100 miles inland from Ephesus, and is a new church 
c. Market town Located on the Lychus River that at one point a major city. Less so 

by this time 
d. Unlikely Paul had visited Colossae but the founder, Ephaphras (of Ephesians 

fame) was a convert of Paul’s. 
e. Largely a Gentile community. May have been a small colony of Jews 
f. Nascent little young church. In prison, Paul can do two things – write letters, and 

pray. They don’t know all yet what they will confront so Paul is encouraging 
them 

II. Chapter 2 – Beware! (verses 8-12) 
a. Verses 8-12 continue some warnings against false beliefs that were prevalent in 

the region.  
b. Paul sees Colossians as particularly vulnerable to these “deceits” because of their 

recent Christian conversion.  
c. Warning is not to be “taken captive” the root Greek word here is sylagogon very 

close to the word synagogue. Part of Paul’s worry is indeed that local Christian 
believers are being lured by Jewish zealots into the synagogue to follow the rules 
(circumcision among others) of the synagogue to ensure their salvation. Paul 
wrote, as he did in Galatians, that Jesus Christ alone is sufficient for salvation. 

d. Elemental spirits of the universe (Galatians 3:19 The Jewish belief was that 
the Law had been given to Israel not directly by God but through the agency of 
angelic powers. So, Christ's death, which supplanted the authority of the Law as 
the mediator between God and humanity, has at the same time put an end to 
the dominance of these angelic powers. Christ alone has supreme authority. 

e. Fullness of God is in Jesus – vs 9. Reaffirms and accentuates what Paul already 
wrote in 1:19. Jesus was and is, fully human and fully divine 

III. The Cross – 2: 13-19 
a. Background and Context on how nations revel in the spoils of battle 

i. Bring back symbols of their victory over a nation – materials, prisoners in 
a line, even the defeated king at end of line who was then executed 

ii. This is what the Romans thought they were doing to Jesus. He was 
crucified with the inscription “King of the Jews” and even though he 
commanded no army or lead no nation-state, the Romans made an 
example of him and claimed victory over him by executing him.  

iii. Verse 15 – actually God has done this very thing to powers of this world. 
The “handwriting” refers to Jewish laws, law of Moses. Now those laws 
hold no power over Gentiles being included or Jews being excluded. All  



iv. can belong to Jesus now through the new covenant in Jesus’ blood on the 
cross. 

v. These other rules and practices do not help with leading a life of holiness 
(that of the pagan world) 

vi. No need for anything else but Jesus. More of Jesus is all they need. (verse 
19) 

IV. Dying and Rising with Christ 
a. The Mind of Christ (see Philippians (chapter 2) 
b. Being aligned with Christ and the things of God  
c. How do we “set” our minds on things that are “above” 
d. Baptism as the act of dying and being reborn 

i. Some things go to die in baptism (verse 5,8-9) 
ii. Obedience to Christ keeps these things dead! 

iii. Imago Dei (verse 10) echoes of Genesis 1 and 2 
e. Not just taking stuff away but refilling it with the good (verses 12-17) 

 
 
Takeaways:  
 

1- What modern contemporary philosophies lure us away from the truth of the good news 
of Jesus?  

2- God wants us to experience the fullness of the Christian life 
3- Life is a constant and grace-filled work at aligning ourselves with the mind and will of 

Christ 
 

 


