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A Place Called Home 

 
 
1) ALL SAINTS DAY 
Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place  
in all generations. Before the mountains were 
born, or thou didst give birth to the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, 
thou art God. 

Psalm 90, a prayer of Moses the man of God, verses 1-2 
 
2) [The town of Beaumont] was named after 
Mary Dewburleigh Barlace Warren Beaumont, 
the wife of businessman Henry Millard. 
Beaumont officially became a town on 
December 16, 1838, and was a center for cattle 
raisers and farmers in its early years. 

Beaumont Convention and Visitors Bureau 
 
3) “For every beast of the forest is mine,  
the cattle on a thousand hills.  
I know every bird of the mountains,  
and everything that moves in the field is mine.” 

Psalm 50:10-11 

4) ‘Beaumont’ is a French place name,  
with roots meaning ‘beautiful hill/mountain.’ 

Wiktionary 
 
5)  “You are the light of the world.  
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  
Let your light shine before men in such a way 
that they may see your good works,  
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 

Jesus - Matthew 5:14, 16 
 
6) Beaumont, embowered in roses  
and enthroned in history!  
Here where the flowers of forest, and of field, 
blossom above the caverns  
stored with living, liquid gold!  
Beaumont, at forest edge and water edge 
between the waves of bending treetops  
and the ripples of an estuary broad and deep  
and made for floating argosies! [large ships] 
Beaumont, beneath the shadow of the forests,  
within the sound of curling waves, within the 
zone of warmth and everlasting summer!  
The perfume of the pines,  
the sweetness of the hyacinth  
mingle with the breath of fiery furnace …  
a crown of beauty  
to be pressed upon the brow of strength.  

“The Queen of the Neches,”  
editorial, Beaumont Enterprise,  

September 21, 1910 
 

7) There is something  
that can only be found in one place.  
It is a great treasure,  
which may be called the fulfillment of existence.  
The place where this treasure can be found  
is the place on which one stands.   

Martin Buber 
 
8) “The place you are standing on  
is holy ground.” 

God to Moses, Exodus 3:5 

9) The second graders in Miss Simmons’ room 
at Averill wrote words to a song about 
Beaumont this week. We sing it to the tune of 
our “Postman” song:  “Beaumont! Beaumont! 
Proud Queen of the Neches. Beaumont! 
Beaumont! Queen of air, water, land. 
Beaumont the oil center. Beaumont the lumber 
town.  Beaumont! Beaumont! Thy praise we 
sing. Beaumont! Beaumont! Ships of all nations 
dock at thy hospitable port. Take on your cargo; 
rice, cotton, lumber, oil, paraffin, old rubber, 
too.” –Wendell Ward, Averill Elementary 

Beaumont Journal, Sat., Oct. 19, 1929 
 
10) Instructions for living a life.  
Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it. 

Mary Oliver 
 
11) “Beaumont: the Queen of the Neches, 
where great East Texas Meets the Sea.”  …  
A network of paved highways radiates in all 
directions from Beaumont. The city is on U.S. 
No. 90, the Old Spanish Trail, which reaches 
from St. Augustine, Fla., to San Diego, Calif., 
the all-weather highway from coast to coast.   

detail from the 1940 Beaumont City Directory 

 
12) The setting orange sun  
is praying for the rising moon. And me?  
I’m just sitting here in my backyard sanctuary,  
wondering if I should get down on my knees. 

Judy Shook, “Praying” 
 
13) I have loved, O Lord, the beauty of thy 
house, and the place where dwelleth thy glory.   

Psalm 26:8 
 
14) Whoever you are,  
in whatever faith you were born,  
whatever creed you profess,  
if you come to this house to find God  
you are welcome here.                        John Wesley 



15) I will rejoice and be glad in thy loving-
kindness, because thou hast seen my affliction; 
thou hast known the trouble of my soul,  
and thou hast not given me over into the hand 
of the enemy; thou hast set my feet  
in a large place.                                   Psalm 31:7-8 
 
16) “And he got up and came to his father.  
But while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him, and had compassion for him,  
and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.” 

Jesus, Luke 15:20 
 
17) Let there be peace on earth, 
and let it begin with me; let there be peace on 
earth, the peace that was meant to be.  
With God as our Father, children all are we. 

UM Hymnal #431, Sy Miller and Jill Jackson 
 
18) Ultimately, we have just one moral duty:  
to reclaim large areas of peace in ourselves, 
more and more peace, and to reflect it  
toward others. And the more peace there is  
in us, the more peace there will also be  
in our troubled world.                           Etty Hillesum 
 
19) How lovely are thy dwelling places, O Lord 
of hosts! My soul longed and even yearned for 
the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh 
sing for joy to the living God.               Psalm 84:1-2 
 
20) Home is where the heart is. It stands for 
the sure center where individual life is shaped 
and from where it journeys forth.  
What it ultimately intends is that each of its 
individuals would develop the capacity to be at 
home in themselves. 

John O’Donohue, To Bless the Space Between Us 
 

21) God and I have become like two giant fat 
people living in a tiny boat. We keep bumping 
into each other and laughing.                       Hafiz 

22) “The coming of the kingdom of God cannot 
be observed, and no one will announce,  
‘Look, here it is,’ or, ‘There it is.’ For behold,  
the kingdom of God is among you.” 

Jesus, Luke 17:20-21 
 

23) The bird has also found a house,  
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 
may lay her young. Even thine altars,  
O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.  
How blessed are those who dwell in thy house!  
They are ever praising thee. 

Psalm 84:3-4 
 
24) These things — the beauty, the memory of 
our own past — are good images of what we 
really desire; but if they are mistaken for the 
thing itself they turn into dumb idols, breaking 
the hearts of their worshipers. For they are not 
the thing itself; they are only the scent of a 
flower we have not found, the echo of a tune 
we have not heard, news from a country we 
have never yet visited. 

C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 
 
25) THANKSGIVING DAY 
Let me sing for my well-beloved  
a song of my Beloved concerning his vineyard.  
My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill. 

Psalm 5:1 
 
26) You realize, don’t you,  
that you are the temple of God,  
and God himself is present in you? 

1 Corinthians 3:16 
 
27) In Jesus’ teaching God is so close and so 
present that you don’t have to go anywhere to 
find him. You can go on a pilgrimage if you 
want, and receive great graces along the way; 
but you don’t have to go anywhere.  

Father Thomas Keating, O.C.S.O. 

28) FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
If God invited you to a party and said, 
“Everyone in the ballroom tonight  
will be my special Guest,”  
how would you treat them when you arrived? 
Indeed, indeed!  
And Hafiz knows there is no one in this world 
who is not upon His jeweled dance floor. 

Hafiz 
 
29) I did a road trip all over my mind and heart 
and there you were kneeling by the roadside 
with your little toolkit fixing something. Give me 
a world, you have taken the world I was. 

Anne Carson 
 

30) There is none like the God of Jeshurun, 
who rides the heavens to your help,  
and through the skies in his majesty.  
The eternal God is a dwelling place,  
and underneath are the everlasting arms. 

Deuteronomy 33:26-27a,  
from Moses’ farewell to his people 

‘Jeshurun’ is a poetic term for the nation of Israel 
 

A prayer for Trinity UMC 
Eternal Father, we thank you for this good city, 
the place we call home, center from which we 
love.  Bless our community.  Bless our hopes and 
dreams. See where we hurt. Help us to be 
healers and helpers, in your image. Amen. 
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