
Q&A with Pat Sparks, St. Peter’s United Methodist Church 
 
 

• What do you see as changing in the next year or two? 

In 2024, when the General Conference meets, I think there is a possibility that the 
language about homosexuality will be removed from the Discipline. That will allow 
clergy who want to do same-sex weddings to do so. However, it will not mean that 
clergy will be required to do them. Along with that, Annual Conference Boards of Ordain 
Ministry will be allowed to approve for ordination those in the LGBT community. 
Otherwise, I do not foresee changes in UMC doctrine. 

  

What do you hope for in the future UMC? 

I hope the UMC will be able to refocus on “Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” The pandemic and the discerning and departure of United 
Methodist churches have greatly distracted us from keeping our focus on our mission. I 
truly believe that there is a great future for the UMC when we get back to making 
disciples and sharing the grace of God with a world that needs to hear the gospel 
perhaps as much as any time in history. 

  

• Are there pastors and bishops that don’t believe core doctrines of the faith? 

It is impossible for me to say that there is absolutely no pastors or bishops who don’t 
believe core doctrines of the faith. There may be some who have a theological 
perspective that do not fit our UMC doctrines of faith. However, I can say that I do not 
know any of them. I will say that I served on the Texas Annual Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry for 12 years and the candidates for ordained ministry who we 
approved had to believe in and articulate our core doctrines and beliefs. Even if there 
are seminaries that have professors who don’t believe and/or teach these doctrines, the 
Conference Boards of Ministry are able to weed out the candidates who don’t believe 
and/or can’t articulate them. 

  

How do you anticipate this affecting a place like Beaumont? 

I do not anticipate churches like Trinity in Beaumont, or anywhere else, being affected in 
a way that they do not want. In other words, even if the language of the Discipline 
changes with regard to homosexuality, local churches will not be required to change 
they way in which they do ministry. 



  

• Since the UMC is and has been allowing certain things against the ordination vows to 
occur, how are we to trust anything else they propose? 

While I certainly understand this question, I think those who have chosen to break their 
ordination vows have done so as a justice issue. I prefer that no one break their vows – 
ordination, marriage, church membership, etc). However, they will tell you that they did 
so in order to help offer the love of God with those who have often been 
excommunicated from the Church and often kicked out of their family. If and when the 
language regarding homosexuality is removed from the Discipline, those clergy will no 
longer be breaking their ordination vows. In the meantime, I prefer that the clergy stop 
breaking their vows – including those who broke their vows by undermining the ministry 
of other United Methodist clergy. Some of those clergy have even lied about what is 
happening in the UMC. I have to say they lied because I know that they don’t really 
believe some of the things they are saying about other clergy and/or the UMC. 

  

• What social causes, seminaries, or other ministries does the UMC support with monies 
received from local churches? Can local churches opt out of any of these? Can local 
churches direct money on their own? 

For a list of the things that the UMC support, please go the umc.org and you will be able 
to see the various things the UMC supports. As part of a connectional denomination, 
local churches covenant to support the larger church, which in turn supports the various 
ministry partners. So, yes there is an expectation that each local church pay their 
apportionments. In the past, I am aware that some Annual Conferences have allowed 
churches to not pay particular apportioned items and instead pay more on other 
apportioned items. So, while it has been possible in the past, I am not sure if that will 
continue to be. I will say that when I was a District Superintendent, when a church in my 
district was not able to pay 100% of their apportionments, I was asked how we as an 
Annual Conference could help them get back to the place where they could do so. On 
the other hand, the GMC Transitional Book of Doctrine and Discipline paragraph 349.9 
states “The failure of a local church to remit connectional funding in full as calculated 
annually may result in the Transitional Leadership Council or designee proceeding 
under ¶¶ 354 to involuntarily disaffiliate the local church from the Global Methodist 
Church.”  

  

• Several of our members are claiming that if we decide to affiliate to the GMC that we 
will be bigots and exclude gay people from our congregation ad worship. Is this true? 
Please explain. 



While I understand the point being made, I do not agree that this statement is 
necessarily true. I do think that many in the LGBTQ community feel alienated from the 
church. As a person who is a traditionalist with regard to the subject of homosexuality, I 
also know that I am a sinner. I firmly believe that the church needs to offer grace and 
love to all people. I hope that we will focus on Matthew 22:37-40: “‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is 
the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 

  

• At the UMC General Conference in 2024 do you think the One Church plan proposed in 
2019 might be adopted? If so, could you explain its effects on local churches? 

As I understand it, the One Church Plan isn’t being considered as a proposal for the 
General Conference being held in 2024. It is always possible for resolutions to be 
presented during the Conference meeting. I have heard some discussion about creating 
regional conferences which would allow for various rules and guidelines for each 
regional conference. 

  

• If I believe, as the Book of Discipline states, that marriage is between one man and one 
woman that homosexual practice is incompatible with Christian teaching and that self-
avowed practicing homosexuals should not be certified as candidates, ordained as 
ministers, or appointed to serve in the UMC does this make me a bigot? 

As I stated earlier, I am a traditionalist when it comes to the subject of homosexuality. I 
do not consider myself as a bigot. I do know and believe that all people need to be 
loved and offered grace. If we can offer love and grace to all people, I think we are 
working to remove prejudice and bigotry of all kinds. 

  

• Are seminary students in UMC seminaries permitted to be ordained who do not believe 
Jesus is the Son of God, do not believe in the virgin birth? 

As I stated earlier, I served on the Texas Annual Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 
for 12 years. We required the candidates to affirm their beliefs in these core doctrines of 
the UMC. I have two staff members who currently serve on the Texas Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry, and they confirmed that they still require that. Even if there 
are seminaries with professors who do not believe and/or teach these core doctrines, 
the Board of Ordained Ministry will weed out those who do not hold these core beliefs. 

  



• In November of 2022 bishop elections 13 of 13 bishops elected to the UMC hold a 
progressive view of the definition of marriage counter to the Book of Discipline. In the 
Northeast Jurisdiction the one election where a candidate with a traditional view of 
marriage was gaining votes, delegates voted to postpone election of anymore bishops 
until 2024. Has having a progressive view on the definition of marriage become a de 
facto requirement to becoming a bishop in the UMC? 

Not at all. I think that clergy with a traditional view on the definition of marriage who offer 
themselves to be elected bishop will continue to be elected – if they are gifted in the 
areas that are needed to serve in the role of bishop. I know several clergypersons who 
are traditionalist and who would fit this description. In fact, I have had conversations 
with some who are considering offering themselves to be elected bishop in the future. 

  

• How long do you think there will be space for traditionalist pastors to serve in the UMC? 

I truly believe there will always be room at the table for traditionalist pastors to serve in 
the UMC. Bishop Harvey, our current bishop, has stated that she wants to have 
traditionalist clergy, along with moderates and progressive clergy. She said that we 
need everyone at the table to be effective. She went on to say that if there isn’t a seat at 
the table for someone, we need to add another seat so that we can all be represented. 
Obviously, that includes traditionalist. As a traditionalist, I believe that so much that I 
plan to stay UMC until the day I go to the church eternal. 

 


