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Small  Things  
with Great Love  

 
1) Few of us can do great things,  
but all of us can do small things with great love. 

Teresa of Calcutta 
 
2) Little deeds of kindness,  
little words of love,  
help to make earth happy,  
like the heaven above.           

Julia A. Fletcher Carney 
 
3) Again Jesus said, “What shall we say the 
kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall 
we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet 
when planted, it grows and becomes the 
largest of all garden plants, with such big 
branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 

Mark 4:30-32 
 
4) It’s only the little germ of a desire for God  
that starts the process.                           C.S. Lewis 
 
5) For behold,  
the kingdom of God is among you. 

Jesus 

6) “And anyone who has given so much as a  
cup of cold water to one of the little ones,  
because he is my disciple, I tell you,  
that person will be well rewarded.”                   

               Jesus, according to Matthew 10:42 
 
7) Hail, ye small, sweet courtesies of life!  
for smooth do ye make the road of it. 

Laurence Sterne 
 
8) Jesus’ hands were kind hands,  
doing good to all,  
healing pain and sickness,  
blessing children small,  
washing tired feet,  
and saving those who fall.  
Jesus’ hands were kind hands,  
doing good to all. 

UM Hymnal #273, Margaret Cropper 
 
9) As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting 
their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw 
a poor widow put in two very small copper 
coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor 
widow has put in more than all the others.” 

Luke 21:1-3 
 
10) I am only a poor man,  
accustomed to small things and silence. 

Pope John Paul I (1912-1978), 1978 
 
11) We are not to be illuminated versions,  
but the common stuff of ordinary life  
exhibiting the marvel of the grace of God …  
The tiniest detail in which I obey has all the 
omnipotent power of the grace of God behind it.                                     

Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest 
 
12) We are the supporting cast of a great and 
ongoing drama, and it is our inestimable 
privilege to be part of it.                  

                                                       Harold Kushner 

13) Four things are small on the earth, but they 
are exceedingly wise: The ants are not a strong 
folk, but they prepare their food in the summer. 
The badgers are not mighty folk, yet they make 
their houses in the rocks. The locusts have no 
king, yet all of them go out in ranks. The lizard 
you may grasp with the hands, yet it is in kings’ 
palaces.                                              Proverbs 30:24 
 
14) Look, how the floor of heaven 
Is thick inlaid with patines of bright gold: 
There’s not the smallest orb which thou behold’st 
But in his motion like an angel sings.  

[patine: a small disc of or resembling metal,  
here used to describe heavenly bodies] 

William Shakespeare 
 
15) And when the dew that lay was gone up, 
behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay 
a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost 
upon the ground. And when the children of Israel 
saw it, they said to one another, “It is manna”: for 
they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto 
them, “This is the bread which the Lord has given 
you to eat.”                                      Exodus 16:13-15 
 
16) Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 
“Lord, when did we see you hungry, and feed 
you, or thirsty, and give you drink? And when did 
we see you a stranger, and invite you in, or 
naked, and clothe you? And when did we see you 
sick, or in prison, and come to you?” And the King 
will answer and say to them, “Truly I say to you, 
to the extent that you did it to one of these 
brothers of mine, even to the least of them, you 
did it to me.”                               

Matthew 26:37-40 
 
17) Too often we underestimate the power  
of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, 
an honest compliment, or the smallest act of 
caring, all of which have the potential  
to turn a life around.                         

Leo F.Buscaglia  



18) May simple things speak to us of your 
mercy, and tell us that life can be good. And may 
these sacramental gifts make us remember those 
who do not receive them: who have their lives cut 
every day, in the bread absent from the table; in 
the door of the hospital, the prison, the welfare 
home that does not open; in sad children, feet 
without shoes, eyes without hope; in war hymns 
that glorify death; in deserts where once there 
was life. Christ was also sacrificed; and may we 
learn that we participate in the saving sacrifice of 
Christ when we participate in the suffering of his 
little ones.  Amen.                

UM Hymnal #639, Ruben Alves 
 
19) Don't ask what the world needs.  
Ask what makes you come alive,  
and go do it.  
Because what the world needs  
is people who have come alive.  

Howard Thurman  
 
20) To be perfect in our vocation  
is nothing else than to fulfill the duties  
which our state of life obliges us to perform,  
and to accomplish them well,  
and only for the honor and love of God. 

St. Francis de Sales 
 
21) In the realm of the spirit we soon discover 
that the real issues are found in the tiny 
insignificant corners of life. Our infatuation with 
the “big deal” has blinded us to that fact. The 
service of small things will put us at odds with 
our sloth and idleness. We will come to see 
small things as the central issues. 

Richard J. Foster, Celebration of Discipline 

 
22) Whatever presents itself for you to do,  
do it with all your might.                   

Ecclesiastes 9:10 
 
 

23) Do not wait  
until some deed of greatness you may do,  
do not wait to shed your light afar;  
to the many duties ever near you now be true, 
brighten the corner where you are. 

1913, by Ira D. Ogdon (1872-1964), schoolteacher,  
who gave up her dreams for an evangelistic career  

to care for her ailing father 
 
24) So teach us to number our days, that we 
may present to thee a heart of wisdom.        

Psalm 90:12 
 
25) And let the favor of the Lord our God be 
upon us; and do confirm for us the work of our 
hands; yes, confirm the work of our hands. 

Psalm 90:17 
 
26) Do your work and you shall reinforce 
yourself. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
27) Slow me down, Lord 
Ease the pounding of my heart  
by the quieting of my mind. 
Steady my hurried pace with a vision  
of the eternal reach of time. 
Give me, amid the confusion of the day,  
the calmness of the everlasting hills. 
Break the tensions of my nerves and muscles 
with the soothing music of the singing streams 
that live in my memory. 
Help me to know  
the magical, restoring power of sleep. 
Teach me the art of taking minute vacations 
-- of slowing down to look at a flower,  
to chat with a friend, to pat a dog, to read a few 
lines from a good book. Slow me down, Lord, and 
inspire me to send my roots deep into the soil of 
life's enduring values that I may grow toward the 
stars of my greater destiny. Amen. 

Wilferd Arlan Peterson 
 

28) I pray for whatever you send me,  
and I ask to receive it as your gift.  
You have put a joy in my heart  
greater than all the world’s riches.  
I lie down trusting the darkness,  
for I know that even now you are here.                      

from Psalm 4 
 
29) The Lord remembers us and will bless us:  
He will bless his people Israel, he will bless the 
house of Aaron, he will bless those who fear the 
Lord—small and great alike. May the Lord cause 
you to flourish, both you and your children.             

Psalm 115:12-14 
 
30) It’s the little things that charm the heart of 
God. 

St. Therese of Liseaux 
 

{{{ 
 
Janice Vaughn began this calendar in the 
1990’s. Her aim was to accomplish one small 
project that God seemed to be asking of her:  
to help our church pray, from day to day. Saints 
of the church like Janice have always known 
that when the depressing and frightening 
aspects of reality crowd in, when “hate is strong 
and mocks the song of peace on earth, good 
will to men,” it’s vital for the people of God to be 
empowered in every way possible to stand 
strong, speaking grace and beauty. It all 
counts, and more than we know.  
 
The current compiler of the calendar works 
each month with a particular theme. Sources 
include the Bible, our United Methodist hymnal, 
and words from other writers and poets. One of 
the best parts is to see how the Holy Spirit 
guides the process, with small nudges and 
smiles. 


