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Trinity’s Faceted Glass 
 
1) I rejoiced in those who said to me, “Let us 
go to the house of the Lord.”                          

Psalm 122:1  
 
2) One thing do I ask of the Lord, it is this  
that I seek—that I dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the  
Lord’s sweetness and to gaze on His palace. 

Psalm 27:4 
 
3) Stained glass windows are never static. 
They are alive, animated by changing light 
throughout the day.  Their patterns wander 
across the floor, filling the space with 
kaleidoscopic color, illuminating the building 
and the people within,  
both literally and spiritually. 

“Trinity Windows” 

4) Can we imagine a world without color, a 
world without the grace of blue, the life of 
green? We give thanks for eyes that see,  
for the sublime gift of beauty. Blessed is the 
Eternal One, for the rainbow’s brilliant colors. 

a morning service, Gates of Prayer 
 
5) Stained glass is known for its vibrant colors. 
The exquisite rainbow of colors produced by 
light streaming through stained glass 
represents different things to different faith 
traditions. Blue for sky and sea and heaven, 
red for humanity and love and sacrifice,  
purple for royalty, green for new life  
springing up … The colors of stained glass  
can educate the faithful on many levels. 

“Trinity Windows” 
 
6) And they saw the God of Israel; and under 
His feet appeared a pavement of sapphire  
as clear as the sky itself.                                   

Exodus 24:10 
 
7) The city was laid out like a square … The 
wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure 
gold, as pure as glass. The foundations of the 
city walls were decorated with every kind of 
precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, 
the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the 
fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth 
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth 
beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, 
the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 
The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate 
made of a single pearl. The great street of the 
city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

Revelation 21:16a, 18-21 
 
8) I want to see the brightness of God— 
I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
and show me the way to the Father. 

Kathleen Thomerson, UM Hymnal #206 

9) At once I was in the Spirit,  
and there before me was a throne in heaven 
with someone sitting on it.  
And the one who sat there had the appearance 
of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow,  
resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. 

Revelation 4:2-3 
 
10) As the sunshine in the heavens,  
as the image in the glass,  
as the fruits upon the fig tree,  
as the dew upon the grass,  
so, Lord, art Thou to me. 

Johannes Tauler (1300-1361) 
 
11) How is faceted glass different from stained 
glass? Stained glass is a centuries-old art form 
in which flat pieces of colored glass are cut, 
placed in a desired pattern, then connected  
and held together by thin strips of lead…  

“Trinity Windows” 
 
12) … Faceted glass is the result of a process 
developed in France after WWI. To make 
faceted glass, one-inch slabs of brilliantly 
colored glass are hand-cut to the shapes 
indicated on the artist’s full size drawing.   
Using a chipping hammer, each glass piece is 
hand-chipped or scalloped to add luster and 
sparkle. Instead of being held together by strips 
of lead, the chunks of glass are laid flat 
according to the artist’s design, then a matrix of 
epoxy is poured through a piping bag to 
surround them. This technique allows the 
spaces around the “gemstones” to vary,  
from a thin frame like stained glass, to the 
appearance of a concrete wall punctuated by 
sparkles of chipped glass. When we built our 
sanctuary in 1963-1964, we chose to fill the 
window spaces of the nave, transept, balcony, 
and prayer chapel with faceted glass. 

“Trinity Windows” 



13) When our sanctuary was dedicated in 
1964, its walls were a rainbow of  sparkling 
gemstones arranged in symbols and images of 
our faith. As the sun shines through, the effect 
is breathtaking. Place your hand on one of the 
‘jewels.’ Feel the coolness, the contrast of 
smooth and sharp—each color a song. 

“Trinity Windows” 
 
14) Several photographs from VBS 2022  
show little children admiring the faceted glass 
in our sanctuary. One little boy was attracted to 
a yellow rectangle too high for him to reach. 
One of our adult volunteers lifted him  
so he could touch it with his own hands.                      

Prayer Guide Editor 
 
15) Then the angel showed me  
the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal,  
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb  
down the middle of the great street of the city. 

Revelation 22:1-2a 
 
16) One of the faceted glass ‘jewels’ on the 
east side of the nave is the color of water, so 
transparent that through it from the church 
interior you can see the churchyard and 
children’s wing beyond. With my cellphone I 
took a close-up. The resulting image indicates 
a cross standing on the green grass between 
the sanctuary and the children’s wing. As you 
know, there’s no cross there.  (I went outside 
and checked, just to be sure!)                                            

Prayer Guide Editor 
 
17) For me a stained glass window  
is a transparent partition  
between my heart and the heart of the world.                                                    

Marc Chagall 
 
18) Living Lord, let the radiance of your 
endless life fill us with light and life. 

from a friend 

19) You think religion is what’s inside a little 
building filled with pretty lights from stained 
glass windows. But it’s not. It’s wings! Wings! 

Dorothy Canfield Fisher 
 
20) Thy holy wings, O Savior, spread  
gently over me, and let me rest securely  
through good and ill in thee. 

Caroline V. Sandell-Berg, UM Hymnal #502 
 
21) In our exhausted, anxious, fearful, 
fragmented age, perhaps the beauty of stained 
glass can still offer ‘strength for today and 
bright hope for tomorrow.’                                       

“Trinity Windows” 
 
22) Open wide the window of our spirits,  
O Lord, and fill us full of light;  
open wide the door of our hearts,  
that we may receive and entertain thee  
with all our powers of adoration and love. 

Christina G. Rossetti 
 
23) Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord.”           

John 20:18 
 

24) This large, unusual opening seemed to 
present a perfect opportunity to show one of 
the divine aspects of Christ.  There have been 
all too many humanistic renderings of the 
Saviour.  Now, more than ever before, He is 
needed as Deity – to save us from the world of 
terrors we are creating for ourselves. Here He 
is presented as Light that penetrates not only 
darkness, but also the Earth (suggested by the 
curved lines at the bottom), and all people and 
places. Planets spin from His ever-creating 
Hand as it is upraised.  The joys and blessings 
symbolized by light rays flow from His Hand 
that is lowered in blessing over His world. 

Billie Lenor Odell Prather,  
designer of our faceted glass,  

in her notes on our balcony window “I Am the Light of the World” 

25) Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, “I am the light of the world;  
he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness,  
but shall have the light of life.”                                         

John 8:12 
 
26) O Joy, that seekest me through pain,  
I cannot close my heart to Thee;  
I trace the rainbow through the rain,  
and feel the promise is not vain,  
that morn shall tearless be. 

“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go,” George Matheson 
 
27) But we all, with open face beholding  
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory,  
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.                     

2 Corinthians 3:18 
 
28) As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so 
our faces display your likeness; ever changing 
from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives 
tell your story. Shine on me, shine on me. 

Graham Kendrick, #2173 The Faith We Sing 
 
29) “You are the light of the world.  A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do men light a 
lamp, and put it under a peck-measure, but on 
the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are 
in the house.  Let your light shine before men in 
such a way that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”   
               Matthew 5:14-16 
 
30) Come! Live in the light!  
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!  
We are called to be light for the kingdom,  
to live in the freedom of the city of God!  
We are called to act with justice,  
we are called to love tenderly,  
we are called to serve one another,  
to walk humbly with God! 

David Haas, #2172 The Faith We Sing 


